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H. RIDER HAGGARD 

Although Sir Henry Rider Haggard is 
rememhered today as a novelist, he was, in 
his lifetime, a secretary to the British colo¬ 
nial government in South Africa, an ostrich 
farmer, a lawyer and an agricultural expert. 
It was for his writings on agriculture and 
not his novels that he was knighted in 1912. 

He was horn in England on June 22, 
1866. In 1876, when he was nineteen, he 
went to South Africa as a secretary to the 
British governor of Natal. He resigned from 
the government service in 1879 to take up 
ostrich farming. Ostriches were raised in 
South Africa for their feathers, which were 
then fashionable as ornaments and fans for ladies. In his later years, he 
wrote of his experiences: “The ostrich is an extremely troublesome bird. It 
hunts yon and knocks you down. When attacked by an ostrich, the only 
thing to do is to lie down flat. In this position, it cannot strike you with its 
feet nor is its beak adapted to pecking, so it can and does dance upon you 
and sit upon your head as though it were an egg which it wanted to hatch.” 

After two years. Haggard gave up his farm, returned to England and 
obtained a law degree in 1884. He never was a very active lawyer though, 
because in 1886, he published King Solomon’s Mines, which was so success¬ 
ful that he no longer had to worry about money. 

Haggard wrote his novels quickly, and said that they were written only 
to earn money. His real interest, he said, was in farming and labor colonies. 
But he thought enough of his literary works to name his three daughters 
after three of his heroines, and by the time he died, in 1926, he had over 
forty novels to his credit. 

Haggard spent much of his time traveling, especially in Africa, to gather 
material for his books. He visited the pyramids in Egypt and made them 
the background for Cleopatra, which he wrote in 1887. In his autobiography. 
Days of My Life, he told how he used his experiences. “From Cairo I pro¬ 
ceeded up the Nile, inspecting all the temples and tombs of the kings at 
Thebes. When first I was there I remember struggling down one of them, 
led by dim torches, and I remember also the millions of bats that must be 
beaten away. I can see them now, those bats, weaving veils, dancers in a 
ghostly dance. Indeed afterwards, I incarnated them all in the great bat that 
was a spirit which haunted the pyramid where Cleopatra and Harmachis 
sought the treasure of Menkau-ra.” 

Haggard believed that writers should visit the places they intended to 
describe .in their books. He wrote, “If a man wishes to produce a really 
good romance dealing with some past epoch, the best thing he can do is to 
see the land in which the folk lived and soak himself in the surroundings 
that were their surroundings. So he may hope to catch something of the 
atmosphere which doubtless they took for their native earth and skies. Then, 
if he possesses any, imagination may do the rest.” 



THE ROMAN POWER STRUGGLE 



capital in several directions. 

Mark Antony arose before the pop¬ 
ulace to deliver a funeral oration over 
the body of Caesar. He recalled to the 
people Caesar’s military triumphs in 
Gaul and spoke of the unique nature 
of the leader now dead. He accused 
the assassins of treason. 

His impassioned speech so infuri¬ 
ated the crowd that they left him to 
run amuck through the city. The 
assassins had to flee for their lives in 
the anarchy and civil strife that fol¬ 
lowed. Rome was now without a ruler. 

Antony restored order and took 


To help strengthen their alliance, 
Antony married the sister of Octavius. 

A year before, Antony had met the 
Ptolemaic ruler of Egypt, Cleopatra. 
The Ptolemies were Greek rulers of 
Egypt descended from a Greek gen¬ 
eral who governed the area after the 
death of Alexander the Great, who 
had conquered it. Cleopatra was an 
Egyptian-born Greek. 

In 36 B.C., Antony left his wife 
and married Cleopatra. Together, 
they decided to oppose Octavius. Rome 
declared war on Egypt. A decisive 
naval battle was fought at Actium off 





THE REALM OF THE DEAD 



Kin^ of the dead. People prayed that 
he would give life after death to 
ftem. Osiris was always shown in 

mummy. A dead man was spoken of 
as “the Osiris so-and-so,” just as 
though he and the great god of the 
dead w^re identical. 

Tombs, including the gigantic pyr¬ 
amids, were built in the western 
desert, where the sun was seen to 


years old.. 

The Egyptians mummified not 
only human beings hut sacred ani¬ 
mals—birds, reptiles, fishes and even 

Mummies have helped scientists to 
discover many facts about Egyptian- 
history and medical knowledge; 
Archeobgists are able to determkfe 
what diseases existed in ancient 
Egypt and what surgical and medical 
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